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Thankful for Friends Old and New

Having just completed another year of progress for birds and people, 1
want to share the good news with those most responsible for making our
work possible — our longtime friends and the many new contributors who
joined our growing Flock of supporters this past year!

Looking back over the last 12 months, we have many reasons to be
grateful and hopeful. There are now more future conservation leaders and
lifelong stewards of nature thanks to programs like Nature Education for
Stewards of Tomorrow, Field Day Fridays, and the Cradles to Career
Initiative (C2C) with Ferguson-Florissant Schools. There are thousands of
acres of improved, restored, and protected bird habitat fueled by our
ongoing collaboration with the US Army Corps. There are more bird lovers
and conservation advocates resulting from thousands of people who
visited Riverlands and participated in classes, programs, and events.

This is not the time to rest on our laurels, however. Birds are facing enormous challenges due to massive
losses in biodiversity coupled with climate change. But each day brings fresh opportunities to do more
and better for birds here in the Greater St. Louis Metropolitan Area and beyond. And, when we create
conditions for birds to thrive, we create conditions for people and the planet to thrive too!

In the coming months, we will be sharing with you Audubon’s new five-year strategic framework, Flight
Plan. With an emphasis on a hemispheric approach to bird conservation, the Mississippi River will feature
greatly in our strategic priorities. Due to our Center’s location at the heart of the Mississippi Flyway in one
of the largest metros on the Mississippi River combined with 10-plus years of successful programming
and serving steadfastly as St. Louis’s welcome center to our Great Rivers, we can play an outsized role in
meeting Audubon’s priorities for birds, people, and the planet.

For now, please enjoy this newest Gratitude Report. And please know we appreciate you for your care
and concern for our Great Rivers, birds, and the Audubon Center at Riverlands. Thank you for being a
part of our Flock! I look forward to seeing you soon at Riverlands!

Gratefully,

Ken Buchholz
Center Director

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers nested near Riverlands this summer and could be seen on the outskirts of the Sanctuary in
July. Their typical breeding range is the south-central U.S. and includes the portions of southwest Missouri. Their
presence in the St. Louis region, while not common, is also not unprecedented and could be a sign they are shifting
or expanding their range. We optimistically await their return next spring! Photo: Debbie Downing
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HIGHLIGHTS

Leading with Science and Collaboration

2023 marked the 12 year of the Bottomland Forest Avian Survey. One of the longest running science
initiatives of its kind continues to inform the protection of some of the best remaining intact floodplain
forests in the Midwest in collaboration with the US Army Corps of Engineers. Over 300 bird species utilize
the Mississippi River during their spring and fall migrations. The surveyed bottomland forests provide vital
food, shelter, and safe passage critical to helping these birds complete their annual life cycles. Discover
more about the amazing migratory journeys of birds at Audubon’s recently launched Bird Migration

Explorer!

Conservation Leader at Riverlands
In June, Audubon’s Chief Conservation
Officer Marshall Johnson spent the day
with this summer’s Flight Crew Interns.
The Flight Crew Internship exposes high
school students from North County to
conservation careers through on-the-
ground conservation projects, training
and networking with conservation
professionals, and outdoor environmental
education as counselors for our Little
Creek Summer Camp. Marshall shared
his insights about preparing for a career
in conservation and spent one-on-one
time with each of the interns, who were
energized and inspired by the
experience! We will be hosting an event :
with Marshall next winter for our Marshall Johnson with Emily Connor and the Flight Crew interns in June.
supporters!

“Marshall was so generous in sharing his experiences, knowledge, and kindness
with Flight Crew. Being here on their first day set the tone for what was a very
memorable summer for our interns.” Emily Connor, Education Manager

Paddling Partnership Grows Stronger

An increasingly stronger collaboration between the Audubon Center at Riverlands, Mississippi River Water
Trail Association, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is bringing more safe and enjoyable paddling
opportunities to Riverlands. Another great response to PaddleFest this past June, and the sustained
popularity of the Riverlands Wellness Series kayaking programs are just two examples of the Riverlands
Paddling Partnership’s success!
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Kayaking, canoeing, and paddle boarding continue to be popular activities throughout the U.S. and are
excellent vehicles for building understanding and appreciation of our Great Rivers. Thanks to the
leadership of the MWRTA and the Corps’ Rivers Project Office, a new accessible kayak launch is being
installed at Riverlands soon to provide more people the opportunity to paddle in Ellis Bay!

Adding Dimension Through Art

As a portal to nature, art has been an essential tool for advocacy and awareness for bird conservation
since the founding of the National Audubon Society. Art has long been a tool for education at our Center
as well. Thanks to a generous grant from the Ruth Foundation for the Arts (formerly RDK Foundation)
and the additional generosity and leadership of Advisory Board member Penny Schmidt, we celebrated
our first Artist-In-Residence effort with the installation of River Ark created by Thomas Sleet in October. A
new Artist-In-Residence project to create yet another dimension for engagement with our mission is in
the making. More to come!

3,861 NEST students, their schools, and communities served through inclusive, immersive, STEAM-based
environmental education.

15 American Kestrel Chicks and 67 Purple Martin Chicks hatched at Riverlands! Many Tree Swallows too!

1,346 hours contributed by volunteers, community scientists, and Advisory Board Members valued at
$43,072.

10,000 visitors and participants during Birds of Winter!

$621,000 generated from donations, grants, and earned income for birds, people, and habitat!

Six tons of driftwood from Riverland charred and set as posts in the River Ark Sculpture by Thomas Sleet,
3 classes for NEST students with River Ark sculptor Thomas Sleet.

Countless weeds pulled and native plants planted by our awesome native plant garden volunteers means
more Plants for Birds! Thank you volunteers!

233 of Bows for Bird participants and 386 Bows for Birds Social Media Posts.

15 interns prepared for further education and jobs of the future in conservation and related careers.

American Goldfinch at Riverlands. Doug Hommert
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Thank you to the following contributors who made gifts, grants and pledges to
the Audubon Center at Riverlands from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.

Trumpeter Swan
Anonymous Local Foundation
Dianna and Joe Adorjan

John Torrey Berger, III

Boeing Corporate Foundation
Elizabeth Brown Foundation
Tom and Barb Feiner

Susan Flader

Mysun Charitable Foundation
Melitta S. and Joan M. Pick Charitable Trust
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery
Scott Schnuck

Trumpeter Swans at Riverlands. Madi Hawn

Bald Eagle

Anonymous

Robert Horton and Anne Rankin Horton
Ginger Bay Salon & Spa — AVEDA Earth Month
Ginber Bay Town & Counry — AVEDA Earth Month

Helen L. Hall

Ward M. and Carol S. Klein

John & Carolyn Peterson Charitable Fund

Edgar Schmidt Charitable Fund of the St. Louis Community Foundation
Penelope Schmidt

Salon Fleur de Lis — AVEDA Earth Month
Raymond and Laurie Van de Riet

American White Pelican
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Howard Granok

Karen and Glenn Meyer
Melissa Sauter

Julian Trujillo

Widman Construction

Bald Eagles at Riverlands. Doug
Hommert

Great Egret American White Pelican at Riverlands. Morris

Finkelstein
Anonymous

Patrick Osborne & Nancy Birge

Dale and Ken Buchholz

Ron Wienstroer and Diane Compardo

Lelia and David Farr

P. Wayne & Jane B. Goode Foundation

The Joseph and Catherine Johnson Family Foundation
Irma Holmes

Susan and Warren Lammert

Connie McPheeters, Alex & Jenny McPheeters, Lizzy and Dave Rickard,
and Katherine McPheeters

Walter and Cynthia Metcalfe

Missouri American Water

Elizabeth Petersen & Stephen Mahfood

Great Egret at Riverlands. Paul Moffett
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Beth Noonan

Nancy J. Phillips

Anita and Roger Randolph

Stephanie and Mark Schnuck

Jayne and John Simmons

St. Louis Community Foundaiton
Give STL Day

Partner

Anonymous

David Becher

Joan Braun

Dwight Curry

Fischer Bauer Knirps Foundation
Madeleine Hawn

Ann Hogan

June King

Christy Gempp Love Foundation
Laura Lytle

John and Stephanie Nash
William Rable

Sarah Wilson & Lou Stemmler
Joan Strassman

Earl Bradford & Ms. Karen Webb
Webster Groves Nature Study Society

Sustainer

Nancy and David Bedan

Paul Deutsch

Mary and Paul Dueren

Jean and Benard Favara
Morris Finkelstein

Suzanne Fischer

Chaiporn Haley

Christine Kirmaier and J. Dewey Holten
William Kumke

Lia and Bruce Lowrie
Maggie and John Martin
Elizabeth McClard

Larry Mrazek

Natalie and John Schaefer
Mr. & Mrs. John T. O'Connell
Linda and Paul Rohde
Matthew Roode

Margaret and Bill Rowe
James Scott

Nancy and John Solodar

St. Louis Audubon Society, Creley Conservation Grant

Patron

Shelley Adorjan
Cornelius and Jo Alwood
Sara Anschuetz

Cynthia Bechtel
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Kayaking w/ College School on the Mississippi River.

River Ark Dance. Bishoppe Kamusinga

A Riverlands Sunset. Pat Lueders
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Helen Lee Berger

Joseph Bergfeld

Robert Bockhorst

Janet Buchanan

Francine and Harvey E. Cantor

Marie Casey

Katie and Charlie Claggett

Gloria and Michael Clement

Mary Clucas

John P. Crutcher

Charlie Deutsch and Jaynie Doerr

Philip Eager

Marilyn Edison

Sally and John Edwards

Patricia Forni

Sonja and Ann Furiya-Taylor

Robert Garrecht

Deena and David Goran -
Eric Hadley

Michael Hatlelid

Susan Hazelwood

Claudia Herndon

Barbara and Darrell Hollingshead

Ruth and Herb Huebner | 55T
Kathleen Hull EQ 7S
William Thomas Mueller |
Margaret and Mark Jansen om ' =
Robert Jung ; : '
Angie and Aaron Jungbluth S Al e g o
Daniel Katz o ‘

Mary Jo and Mark Kratschmer

Dian Langenhorst and William Kisting
Lorraine LaRose A Birds of Winter program with World Bird Sanctuary and Missouri Department of
Frances Levine Conservation.
Rose and John Lockwood

Eva and Ronald Lovett

Laura Lytle

Jennifer and Paul Moffett

Sharon Moran

Michelle and Michael Mulligan

Michael Noelker

Margaret and Francis Oates

Mary Oberman

Christine Peimann

Mark Peterson and Dr. Ryia Ross Peterson

Greg Reynolds

Mary and Zsolt Rumy

Carolyn and Terrence Ryan

Sally and Terry Schnuck

William Stebelski

Janet and William Stenson

Linda and Donald Sutherland

Rheba Symeonoglou

Riverlands Winter Illumination Walk

e X

Patricia Tosie Bows for Birds “pelican strut” w/ Penny the Pelican.
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Linda Van Dyke

Darrell Veile

William G. Von Glahn

Mary and Rueben Walter
Phyllis Weidman

Michael and Susan Westoff

Steward

Michael Abbene

Carolyn Bell

Clyde and Cathy Brubaker
Marikaye Buchanan

Ann Buerk

Patricia Ann and Fermin Carrillo
Debbie Coghlan

Susan and Logan Copper
Andrew Dawson

Sally and Byron DeForest
Joanne Deyoe

Amy Egtvet

Jennifer Eickhoff

Michael Everman

Mary Feldt

Vivien Gardner

Betty Gaydos 7
Nancy Gelb =C,.c';nsrvi eaership
Lawanda Gibson and botany.

Britt and Andrew Gott
Diane Goulis

Laura Harper

Emily Howald

Mary Ann Lazarus and Daniel Jay
Bob Keller

Mark Keohane

Patti Kolek

Joseph Kovac

Lorraine LaRose

Kelly Lidisky

David and Denise Lyons
Sharon Lu

Carol Luly

Yvonne Marty

Melissa McCanna

Mary McIntyre

Terri McLaughlin

Debra McStay

June Mueller

Melvin and Joleen Myers
Dawn Ottensmeier

Sharon Panian

Ted Parrot

Rachel Pehle

Kim Peterson

Susan and Mark Pfaff

v
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7

earning abo

Inerns |

Purple Martins, Riverlands Nest Box Program. Madi Hawn
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Madonna Riechers
Robert and Celeste Roberson
Joel Samaha

Thomas Sanger

Jane Sauer

Gail Saxton

William Scheerer
Damaris Schmitt

Bruce Schondelmeyer
Wendy Sinn

Richard Smith

Adrian and Ruth Sulser
Katherine Swartzell
Jaime Tarsi

John Tiemann

Lynn Valeri

Judy Varble

Kathleen Wann

Nancy Willis

Michael Zeloski

Pond Ecology at Little Creek Summer Camp.

Thank you to our sponsors, and Give STL Day and in-kind donors!
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Birds of Winter

Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery
Widman Construction

Missouri American Water
Christner, Inc.

Sarah Wilson and Lou Stemmler
Warren and Susan Lammert
Buchholz Family

BOWS for Birds Prize
Sponsors

Alpine Shop

Big Muddy Adventures
Climb So iLL

Old Bakery Beer

Melissa and Matt Sauter
St. Louis Aquarium
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Urban Chestnut
Brewery

In-Kind Donors
Old Bakery Beer
Carl Davis

Kevin Okoniewski
Liz Petersen

Audubon Center

at Riverlands Pau | Rohde

Melissa Sauter
Matt Sauter
Bob Virag
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Give STL Day Donors

Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2

Colleen Anderson

Dale and Ken Buchholz
Donna Coble

Jean Cole

Emily Connor

Jon Deuchler

Mary Dueren

Melissa Durie
Brigid Flynn
Francie Futterman
Deborah Grupe
Emily Jaycox
Linda Kram

Kurt Leemann
Anna Miller

Lesli Moylan
Karen O'Brien
Elizabeth Petersen
Jack Phillips
Carolyn Ryan

Joel Scalzo

Eric Spalding
James Thomas
Shirley Wolverson

Riverlands Paddling
Partnership

Audubon Center at Riverlands
Mississippi River Water Trail
Association

US Army Corps of Engineers
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Photography Pam Pineagar
Morris Finkelstein Rebecca Poon
Cindy Gilbert Anne Rankin Horton
Madi Hawn Natalie Rekettke
Doug Hommert Matt Rowe
Bishoppe Kamusinga Matt Sauter
Paul Moffett Melissa Sauter
Penny Schmidt
Volunteers Donna Scott
Bella Barbagila Eleasa Serotte
Sheri Barley Melissa Smith
Jan Bechtold Marvin Staloch
Joan Braun Jaime Tarsi
Sam Buchholz Lauren Tod
Jean Carmean Joan Twillman
Debbie Coghlan Megan Tyminski
Larry Conant Bob Virag
Michael Copple Catherine Wendt
Coward-Oberle Cathy Wilhelmi
Steve Coyle Beth Zona Corps Wildlife Biologist Insiyaa Ahmed with a
Dwight Curry . future conservationist during Field Day Fridays.
- Great Rivers
Carl Davis
Walt Dawson Trumpeter Advisory Board
Swan Watch .
Mary Dueren Mallory Balsat Rob Cosgriff
Lisa Esker Ryan gra dy Charlie Deutsch
Tom Fasl i i
om Fas Debbie Coghlan Tom Feiner, Chair

Bernie Favara Susan Flader

Shelly Colatskie

Jean Favara Larry Conant Chris Garcia
Barb Feiner ry Warren Lammert
. Dwight Curry .

Tom Feiner Charlie Nilon
: Walt Dawson

Sue Forquer Beth Noonan

. . Mary Dueren .
Diane Gregory - Patrick Osborne

Marija Elden .
Deb Grupe Jean Favara Liz Petersen
Jack Hambene omadisphoos . Paul Rohde
' Jeanne Gearin .

Ellen Harmon  aAmerican Kestrels Melissa Sauter
. oA : Grace Erker .
Gaileen Hoenig Riverlands Nest Box ack Hambene Penny Schmidt

John Hoenig ~ Program. Madi Hawn Julian Truijillo

Judie Heinz

Irma Holmes
Janet Hoyne
Joanne Keay
Carrie Keck Joanne Keay
Lori Larose Caitlin McPeek
Michael Meredith
Pat Leuders
. . Paul Moffett
Dennis Martin
. . Jan Ruckman
William Mennerick
. ) Matt Schamberger
Michael Meredith .
Marvin Staloch
Karen Meyer .
. Olivia Taran
John Miller . .
. ) Jaime Tarsi
Marian Miller Bob Vira
Paul Moffett Bob Wangiess
Tara Morton
Linda Munsell
Stacia Novy Barb Feiner and Board Chair Tom Feiner.

Liz Petersen
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Center Staff

Ken Buchholz Center Director

Emily Connor Education Manager

Jonah Eckels Education Coordinator

Caia Gillett Sr. Center Assistant

Tarah Hohman UMR Conservation Science Manager
Ashley Lockwood Educator

John McGrath Weekend Assistant

Sometimes we use kayaks and not our
motorboat to get to point count sites
during the Bottomland Forest Avian Survey.

WHAT WILL YOU LEAVE BEHIND?

You don't have to be wealthy to make a significant gift to the Audubon Center at Riverlands for the
conservation and education work you care about. You can stretch your giving ability by making us a
beneficiary of your will or revocable trust. This one simple sentence can make a lifetime of difference for
birds and people:

I bequeath (dollar amount or percent of estate) to the National Audubon Society, Inc., a not-for-profit
organization, with its principal offices located at 225 Varick Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY, 10014, for its
ongoing environmental conservation and education purposes at the Audubon Center at Riverlands.

Use this codicil in your estate planning and/or share it with your financial advisor then let us know so we
can properly recognize you for your foresight and generosity.

American Pelicans along the Great River Road near Riverlands. Madi Hawn

2
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