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HYBRID
SCULPTURES

A Site Specific Art Installation at Riverlands

by Alana Tibbets riverlands.audubon.org

CONCEPTION

The use of hybrid entities (combinations of human and animal
characteristics) in mythology and storytelling is ancient. Cultures
throughout human history have used such creatures as
metaphors for human experiences and as allegories for social
interactions.

The combination of relatability and seriousness of hybrid
characters makes them an effective method to advance a
message, hence their continued prevalence in popular culture.

The purpose of my sculptures is to spark imagination. Ideally,
viewers will recognize a relationship between themselves and the
artworks, and make connections between their lives and those of
living birds. | design programs that use my art as a gateway to
further discovery. | utilize collage (both fabric and paper), poetry,
map-building and book arts. | encourage participants to discover
a point of connection and feel free to follow it in an unique artistic
journey.

Tibbets maintains the following tenets:

e Giving the viewer permission to relate to the artwork in any
way that has meaning to their lives at that point in time.

¢ Promoting a sense of playfulness and joy.

e Encouraging discovery into the science behind our knowledge
of the natural world.

DESCRIPTION

Each cloth-based figure in this unique set represents a species that
migrates through the area. Four installations will take place,
beginning Spring of 2024, occurring approximately every five
months. Bird species are chosen to cover all body shapes, colors,
habitats used, and seasons of arrival.

Each installation will be timed to coincide with the migratory arrival
of the real birds. Sculptures are placed in species-appropriate
habitats, in poses suggesting some form of movement through the
environment. They carry bags (backpacks/baskets/satchels) to
create an impression of travel.

The sculptures are made with all-natural, mostly recycled,
materials: cloth (wool and cotton) bodies from the waist up, sand
and/or sawdust stuffing, either an internal weight bag or external
mounting anchors, and no weather-proofing.

AT A GLANCE

e Hybrid Sculptures at Riverlands

o Artist Alana Tibbets

e First installation completed April 2024

e Seasonal sculpture changes to
represent relevant migratory bird
species

e 4 on-site locations: Chestnut-sided
Warblers, Black and White Warblers,
and Turkey Vulture.

e Audubon Center at Riverlands Artist-in-
Residence

e Funded by Ruth Arts Foundation

ALANA TIBBETS
Artist -

“The figures are intended to naturally degrade
and blend into the environment. My intention
is that no part of the sculpture, as it degrades,
will be harmful to the environment, native
wildlife, or human visitors.”



